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TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS FOR DATA AND OTHER INFORMATION CON- 
CERNING REFUGEES AND SPONSORS 

FOR: SENIOR CIVILIAN COORDINATORS 

1. AS A MATTER OF POLICY, IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT THE 
IATF IS NOT AN AGENCY FOR PURPOSES OF THE FREEDOM OF 
INFORMATION (FOI) ACT (5 USC 552 ET. SEQ.) AND THE PRIVACY 
ACT (5 USC 552A) WHICH BECOMES EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 23, 1975. 
ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE WITH HEW WHEREBY HEW WILL 
RESPOND TO FOI ACT REQUESTS CONCERNING REFUGEES AND SPON- 
SORS IN THOSE CASES WHERE THE REQUEST IS TO BE DENIED. DOD 
WILL RESPOND TO FOI REQUESTS PERTAINING TO IT. 

2. WHEN CIVIL COORDINATORS RECEIVE REQUESTS CITING THE FOI 
ACT, THEY SHOULD BE FORWARDED IMMEDIATELY TO THE IATF, 
ATTENTION; GENERAL COUNSEL. (FOI ACT REQUIRES THAT ACTION 
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BE TAKEN WITHIN 10 WORKING DAYS). YOUR REPLIES TO THOSE 
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MAKING THESE REQUESTS SHOULD STATE ONLY THAT THE REQUEST 
HAS BEEN SENT TO IATF WASHINGTON. 

3. WHEN CIVIL COORDINATORS RECEIVE REQUESTS FOR NAMES OF 
REFUGEES OR SPONSORS OR FOR DATA FROM WHICH NAMES CAN 
EASILY BE OBTAINED SUCH AS ADDRESSES AND THE REQUESTOR DOES 
NOT CITE THE FOI ACT, CIVIL COORDINATORS SHOULD DISCUSS THE 
REQUEST BY TELEPHONE WITH THE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE TASK 
FORCE. THE GENERAL COUNSEL WILL AUTHORIZE DISCLOSURE SUB 
JECT TO THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES: 

(A) IF THE REQUEST IS FROM A STATE AGENCY WITH A DEMON 
STRATED NEED FOR THE NAMES AND/OR ADDRESSES OF REFUGEES IN 
ITS OWN STATE, AUTHORIZATION TO SUPPLY THE REQUESTED INFO- 
RMATION WILL BE GIVEN BUT ONLY IF THE REQUESTING AGENCY 
MAKES CLEAR THAT IT WILL NOT DISCLOSE THE INFORMATION 

TO ANY OTHER ORGANIZATION, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE. 

(B) IF THE REQUEST IS FOR NAMES AND/OR ADDRESSES OF SPON- 
SORS EVEN IF THE REQUEST IS FROM A STATE AGENCY, AUTHORIZA- 
TION FOR DISCLOSURE WILL NOT BE GIVEN AS A MATTER OF 
POLICY. 

(C) IF THE REQUEST IS FOR NAMES AND/OR ADDRESSES OF EITHER 
REFUGEES OR SPONSORS AND IS FROM ANY SOURCE OTHER THAN A 
STATE AGENCY, AUTHORIZATION FOR DISCLOSURE WILL NOT BE 
GIVEN. 

WHEN CIVIL COORDINATORS RECEIVE REQUESTS FROM STATE AGEN- 
CIES FOR DATA ABOUT REFUGEES AND SPONSORS TO BE USED BY THE 
AGENCIES FOR PLANNING THAT DOES NOT REQUIRE THE IDENTIFYING 
OF INDIVIDUAL REFUGEES OR SPONSORS, SUCH INFORMATION MAY BE 
SUPPLIED WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION FROM THE IATF WASHINGTON. 

AN EXAMPLE OF DATA THAT MAY BE RELEASED IS THE NUMBER OF 
REFUGEES LIVING IN A CERTAIN ZIP CODE ZONE BY AGE, SEX, ETC 

4. FOR YOUR INFORMATION, IN GUIDING HEW IN RESPONDING TO 
FOI ACT REQUESTS, IATF WILL ADVISE HEW THAT IT DOES NOT 

WISH LISTS OF REFUGEES OR SPONSORS FURNISHED FOR COMMERCIAL 
USE AND WILL ADVISE HEW TO TAKE THE POSITION THAT SUCH 
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LISTS ARE EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER THE FOI ACT AS AN 
UNREASONABLE INVASION OF PRIVACY. ALSO, FOR YOUR INFORMA- 
TION, HEW HAS PREPARED A STATEMENT DESCRIBING THE IATF'S 
SYSTEM OF RECORDS PERTAINING TO REFUGEES AND SPONSORS FOR 
INCLUSION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
PRIVACY ACT REQUIREMENTS. ROBINSON 
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